Extracellular bacterial pathogens and small GTPases of the Rho family: an unexpected combination.
Even in the case of extracellular bacterial pathogens, it is becoming increasingly clear that successful colonization does not limit itself to passive attachment on the surface of human cells; a dialogue takes place between bacteria and infected cells. These pathogens modulate cellular functions to their advantage, leading to survival and proliferation at the cell surface. Furthermore, there is increasing evidence that a variety of extracellular pathogens activate small GTPases of the Rho family during adhesion, placing these regulators at the center of the interaction between these bacteria and their infected host.